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Wolf Distribution in Europe



Not only woodlands!



Probability to report wolf presence

>500 Mio People

90 pax/sqkm in wolf areas



Reported wolf presence (nowadays)



Reported wolf presence in media

The snarling wolf causes havoc in the 

community hall

Confirmed wolf attack scares the towns 

people: ‘they come close to the house at 

night’

A wolf enters the house and takes a 

dog in its jaws

I saw a wolf near my house door



The LIFE WILD WOLF project 
Concrete actions for maintaining wolves wild in 

anthropogenic landscapes of Europe



Definition of wolf behaviour
Detailed documentation of cases

With bold or very habituated 

behaviours



Terminology

1. Habituation “Gradual loss of instinctive attention response to repeated stimuli. 

Non associative learning”. 

Animals let people approach

Strong habituation- Humans are let to 
approach at short distances

(Reinhardt et al 2020, Frybova et al 2025)



Terminology

2. Conditioning “Associative learning process: the response is conditioned to a 

positive reward”

Conditioning can 

significantly 

modify 

ecological 
parameters
(Newsome et al 2017)



3. Bold Behaviour

Wolves with bold behaviour approach human

beings (recognised as such) at short distance 
(30 m)

Bold wolves repeatedly show bold behaviour
Frybova et al 2025



Wolves near humans

Increased likelihood of entering human

dominated areas

Habituation is inevitable

Presence of attractants

Positive conditioning can evolve in undesired behaviours

The majority of cases have a history of conditioning, but NOT the rule!



Types of attractants

Small livestock near houses

Dogs and cats

Pet food and/or other organic remainings



Eliminate attractants 

Make attractants not accessible

Preventing critical situations

Preventive measures against damages

Dog vests

Protected pets

Inform and listen to people

Discourage habituation

Engage with local communities



Preventing livestock damage



Protecting hunting dogs



Engage in dialogues with local communities



Where should we draw a line?

Do we have the capacity to cope?

What does the legislation provide for?

Management of critical situations

Engage with local communities



Do we have the capacity to cope?

NEED A (FLEXIBLE) PROTOCOL

Document

Inform

Closely monitor

Remove 

attractants

Deter

Assess



Adaptation of management approach to 

local contexts 



Adaptation of management approach to 

local contexts 



Handle 

real world 

situations



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

valeria.salvatori@gmail.com
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