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The most endangered
subspecies of Eurasian lynx

Massive range contraction

20-39 individuals (2015)

One of the oldest extant
lineages of the Eurasian
lynx

Evolutionarily significant
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Balkan lynx Recovery Programme (2006-present)
Phase 2.0 (2023-2027)
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Balkan Lynx

Lynx lynx ssp. balcanicus

ABSTRACT

Balkan Lynx Lynx lynx ssp. balcanicus has most recently been assessed for The IUCN Red List of
Threatened Species in 2015. Lynx lynx ssp. balcanicus is listed as Critically Endangered under criteria D.

Errata version

THE RED LIST ASSESSMENT o

© Melovski, D., Breitenmoser, U., von Arx, M., Breitenmoser-Wiirsten, C. & Lanz, T. 2015. Lynx lynx ssp. balcanicus (errata v...

LAST ASSESSED
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Assessment in detail
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Assess the tggen using the information and data recorded and following the [UCN Red List Categories and
Criteria- version 3.1 gpg current version of the Guidelines for Using the I[UCN Red List Categories and Criteria
for guidance on applying the IUCN criteria.
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* A density of 1.26 ind/100km? in 2023 was used to
calculate the population within the 1012 km? study area,
which includes the national park and its immediate
surroundings (Melovski, Moreno et al., in prep).

* This estimate was supplemented with data on known lynx
individuals: 14 known mature lynx for North Macedonia, 7
for Albania and 2 for Kosovo.

i%rﬂf Global Ecology and Conservation

ELSEVIER Volume 60, August 2025, e03615

Original research article

A decade of monitoring the critically
endangered Balkan lynx in its core area:
Insights from spatial capture recapture
models
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Protected by law in all range countries
Percentage of population protected by PAs is
60-70%

CITES Appendix Il, protected under the Bern
Convention (Appendix Il) and strictly protected
under the EU Habitats and Species Directive
(Annexes Il and IV) and Bonn Convention (CMS)
Appendix I.

Strategy to be developed in 2025

National Action Plans planned for 2026

Several areas important for future conservation
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First Strategy developed in 2008 involving around 50 experts
from Albania and Macedonia working in the field of nature
conservation and management

Separate action plans for both countries developed in 2009
No endorsement
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Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals
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Convention Bodies Documents Activities Species Publications CMS instruments

Home / Proposal for the inclusion of the Eurasian Lynx {Lyns ynx) in Appendix [l and Balkan Lynx (Lynx lynx balcanicus) in Appendix | of the Convention

Proposal for the inclusion of the Eurasian Lynx (Lynx lynx) in Appendix Il and Balkan Lynx (Lynx
lynx balcanicus) in Appendix | of the Convention

Number UNEP/CMS/COP14/
Doc.31.4.1/Rev.1
Proposal for the inclusion of the Eurasian Lynx and Balkan Lynx 1.34MB B s
Type Proposals for amendment of CMS
Appendices
Publish date 23 November 2023

Proposition pour l'inscription du lynx commun et du lynx des Balkans 127MB

Propuesta de inclusién lince euroasiatico y del lince Balcanico 135Me




Vision:
The long-term existence of a viable Balkan lynx population in
harmony with and

supported by local communities..

e A long-term perspective (25-50 years)
e Focused on coexistence and ecological stability
e A shared vision across borders

Goal:
By 2040, the Balkan lynx is downlisted to Endangered based on
IUCN criteria, with:

e Increased genetic diversity

e A stable and sufficient prey base

e Well-connected and secure habitats
e Reduced human-induced mortality
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Group 1: Research & Awareness & Socio-Economic Constraints — 4 objectives

Group 2: lllegal killing & Prey availability — 2 objectives
Group 3: Habitat quality & fragmentation & infrastructure & roads — 2 objectives

Group 4: Diseases & Genetic — 3 objectives

Besides range countries, experts from Greece, Bulgaria, Serbia, Montenegro,
and Bosnia participated
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Develop the Strategy in a physical meeting in Skopje on 03-04 June 2025
Final corrections, draft and input from participants
Finish and send the Strategy to the Bonn secretariat by end of September

National Action Plans due to 2026 with MoEPP
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